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The Stated International Congress. 

The Massachusetts Legislature has given its unani- 
mous approval of the proposition for a Stated Inter- 
national Congress, as presented to it in the Memorial 
of the American Peace Society, which we gave in 
full in our last issue. 

The Memorial was presented in the lower House 
of the Legislature bj Hon. Robert Homans, of Bos- 
ton, for the American Peace Society, on the 16th of 
January, and referred to the Committee on Federal 
Relations, a joint committee of the House and Senate. 

This Committee, of which Senator Henry R. Skin- 
ner of Watertown is chairman, gave a hearing on 
the Memorial on the J 1th of February, when the 
subject was presented and explained by the President 
and Secretary of the American Peace Society, mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors of the Society, and 
other influential friends of the movement. The 
members of the Committee showed great interest in 
the subject. 

At the same hearing also was presented the subject 
of a world-legislature, which had come over from the 



last Assembly, and had also been introduced anew in 
a fresh memorial signed by more than seven hundred 
prominent people of the State. This subject was pre- 
sented by Mr. Raymond L. Bridgman, a prominent 
journalist, to whose initiative and untiring efforts 
much of the credit of what has been accomplished 
is due. 

The Committee' took the whole subject presented 
in the two memorials under consideration, and on 
the 18th of February Hon. Charles L. UnderhiU, 
Representative from Somerville, for the Committee, 
reported to the House the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Congress of tlie United States be re- 
quested to authorize the President of the United States to 
invite the governments of the world to join in establishing, in 
whatever way they may judge expedient, a regular interna- 
tional congress, to meet at stated periods, to deliberate upon 
the various questions of common interest to the nations and 
to make recommendations thereon to the governments. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the 
senior Senator and the senior Kepresentative of Massachusetts 
in Congress, to be presented in their respective branches. 

On the next day these resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted by the House. On the 24th of Feb- 
ruary they were sent to the Senate, and on the 25th 
were passed by that body also unanimously. 

The subject will now go to the National Legisla- 
ture at Washington, where it will be introduced by 
the presentation of these resolutions after the opening 
of the first session of Congress next winter. 

The favorable action of the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature, of course, settles nothing as to the ultimate 
disposition of the proposition. But it gives the sub- 
ject public standing, and sends it forward with the 
weight which attaches to the action of an old and 
distinguished legislative body like that of Massachu- 
setts. There is reason to believe that when the 
proposition reaches Congress it will have the very 
general and probably unanimous support of the Mas- 
sachusetts Senators and Representatives. 

During the months between now and the opening 
of the next Congress steps will be taken to bring the 
subject in proper form to the attention not only of 
the members of Congress, but also of public men 
everywhere throughout the country. In this the 
cooperation and help of all our members and friends 
throughout the nation will be needed. Printed 
copies of the Memorial of the American Peace 



